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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.f.p.s.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m.  &  hy. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

fAtcham  R.D.  W.  H.  PURSLOW  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst. 

*fBishop’s  Castle  M.B.  H.  LONGDEN  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst. 

*Church  Stretton  U.D.  E.  J.  MARSH  M.Inst.  M.  &  Cy.  Eng. 
*fClun  R.D.  H.  A.  ELLIOTT  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst. 

Wenlock  M.B.  C.  J.  THOMAS  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst. 

*  In  these  districts  the  Inspector  is  also  Surveyor. 

|  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate  held. 


Bacteriologist : 

A.  J.  RHODES,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.E. 
Donaldson-Hudson  Laboratories, 
Royal  Salop  Infirmary, 
Shrewsbury. 


Tuberculosis  Officers  : 

Dr.  T.  R.  ELLIOTT  and  Dr.  A.  C.  WATKIN, 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

17  Belmont, 

Shrewsbury. 
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South  West  Salop  United  Districts. 


PONTESBURY, 

1st  June,  1946. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  districts  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1945. 

The  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Circular  28/46  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  11th  February,  1946,  and  the  statistics 
for  each  district  are  given  separately  so  that  they  may  be  easily 
referred  to. 

In  the  six  sections  of  the  report  the  districts  are  arranged 
alphabetically  so  that  details  for  any  particular  area  may  easily 
be  found  in  each  of  the  sections. 


In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  planning  of  housing  pro¬ 
grammes  took  up  a  considerable  amount  of  the  Councils’  time  and, 
in  the  Rural  Districts,  surveys  were  carried  out  for  new  water 
supplies  throughout  the  areas  concerned. 

The  surveys  of  existing  houses  in  Rural  Districts  were  also 
commenced  but  have  not  yet  been  completed. 

The  year  was  marked  by  a  very  low  incidence  of  infectious 
disease,  and  no  case  of  Diphtheria  in  a  child  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  was  notified  in  any  of  the  districts.  There  are  still  a  few  parents 
who  have  not  had  their  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria, 
and  efforts  will  still  have  to  be  made  to  get  every  child  protected 
at  the  age  of  one  year. 

The  Vital  Statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the 
country  as  a  whole. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  L.  Gregory, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  are  certain  general  statistics  relating  to  the  five 
districts  in  the  South  West  Salop  Area  : — 


Atcham  R.D. 


Bishop’s  Castle 
M.B. 


Clun  R.D. 


Wenlock  M.B. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popu¬ 
lation — mid  1945  19,440 

Area  in  acres .  134,465 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  as  at 

31/12/45  5,307 

Rateable  Value  . £107,088 


Product  of  Id.  rate 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popu¬ 
lation — mid  1945  . 

Area  in  acres . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  as  at 

31/12/45  . 

Rateable  Value  . 

Product  of  Id.  rate  . 


£450 


1,324 

1,867 

396 

£5,720 

£20 


Church  Stretton 
U.D. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popu¬ 
lation — mid  1945  2,475 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,085 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  as  at 

31/12/45  .  ...  684 

Rateable  Value  . £20,490 

Product  of  Id.  rate  . £81/14/3 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popu¬ 
lation — mid- 1945  . 

Area  in  acres . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  as  at 


9,135 

132,512 


31/12/45 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  Id.  rate 


2,879 
.  £24,159 
£109/3/10 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popu¬ 
lation — mid  1945  . 

Area  in  acres  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  as  at 

31/12/45  . 

Rateable  Value  . 


Product  of  Id.  rate 


13,870 
22,657 

4,835 
...  £50,038 
...  £191/1/7 
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ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

.  300 

148 

152 

Illegitimate 

.  36 

21 

15 

Total  336 

169 

167 

Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population =17.3 
Still  Births  .  10  4  6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births=28.8 
Deaths .  224  123  101 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population =11.5 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  live  and  still  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis  ...  -  - 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes  2  5.7 

Totals  ...  2  5.7 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

No.  of  Rate 
deaths 

(1)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births .  7  23 

(2)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births  ...  3  83 

(3)  All  infants  per  1,000  total 

live  births  ...  ...  10  29 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  .  30 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages)  .  nil 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  nil 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  „  Infectious  Diseases  4 

„  „  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  9 


6 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  .  12  5  7 

Illegitimate  . 

Total  ...  12  5  7 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population =9.0 

Still  Births  Nil 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births=Nil. 

Deaths .  15  7  8 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population=11.3 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 


(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 

No.  of 
deaths 
nil 

Rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

nil 

Total 

nil 

— 

== 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

No.  of 
deaths 

Rate 

(1)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births . 

nil 

— 

(2)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births 

nil 

— 

(3)  All  infants  per  1,000  total 

live  births  . 

nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

.  5 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) 

... 

.  nil 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

.  nil 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

... 

.  nil 

„  „  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

... 

.  nil 

„  „  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

... 

.  3 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

23 

10 

13 

Illegitimate 

3 

— 

3 

Total 

26 

10 

16 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  population=10.5 

Still  Births  . 

2 

1 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births =71 

Deaths . 

31 

14 

17 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population =12.5 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 


(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 

No.  of 
deaths 
nil 

Rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

nil 

— 

Totals 

nil 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

No.  of 
deaths 

Rate 

(1)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births . 

nil 

— 

(2)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births 

nil 

— 

(3)  All  infants  per  1,000  total 

live  births  . 

nil 

■ 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

.  5 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) 

. 

.  nil 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

nil 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

nil 

„  „  Infectious  Diseases  .. 

•  ... 

.  1 

„  „  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

•  •  • 

.  2 

s 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

149 

89 

60 

Illegitimate  . 

16 

9 

7 

Total 

165 

98 

67 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population =18.0 

Still  Births  . 

8 

3 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births=46.2 

Deaths . 

130 

70 

60 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population =14.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

deaths 

live  and  still  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 

nil 

- 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

nil 

- 

Total 

nil 

nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

No.  of 
deaths 

Rate 

(1)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births . 

4 

26 

(2)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births 

1 

62 

(3)  All  infants  per  1,000  total 

live  births 

5 

30 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

11 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) 

... 

1 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

nil 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

nil 

,,  „  Infectious  Diseases  .. 

... 

3 

„  „  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

3 

BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

...  228 

119 

109 

Illegitimate 

27 

15 

12 

Total 

...  255 

134 

121 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population =18.3 


Still  Births  .  10  5  5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births =37.7 

Deaths .  197  103  94 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population =14.2 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

deaths 

live  and  still  births 

(a)  From,  puerperal  sepsis 

2 

75 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

nil 

- 

Totals 

2 

75 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

No.  of 

Rate 

(1)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  births  ... 

deaths 

8 

35 

(2)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births 

2 

74 

(3)  All  infants  per  1,000  total 
live  births 

10 

39 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  15 

,,  „  Measles  (all  ages)  .  nil 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  ...  1 

„  ,,  Infectious  Diseases  .  1 

„  ,,  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  3 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  districts  are  almost  entirely  rural  in  character,  and  the 
chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  agriculture.  In  the  Wenlock 
Borough  the  Madeley  and  Broseley  Wards  are  urban  in  character, 
and  there  are  some  factories. 

During  the  war  years  there  was  some  increase  in  the  figures 
showing  the  population,  due  to  the  presence  of  children  and  families 
evacuated  from  danger  areas.  The  following  figures  show  the 
Registrar-General’s  estimates  of  population  for  mid — 1939  and 
mid  1945,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  slight 
increase  during  the  period. 


Area  Estimated  population 

1939  1945  +  or  — 


Atcham  R.D.  ... 

18,390 

19,440 

+  1,050 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ... 

1,321 

1,324 

+  3 

Church  Stretton  U.D.  ... 

2,246 

2,475 

+  229 

Clun  R.D.  . 

9,753 

9,135 

—  618 

Wenlock  M.B . 

13,670 

13,870 

+  200 

Totals 

45,380 

46,244 

+  864 

The  highest  population  figure  reached  was  in  1941,  when  it  was 
51,400  for  the  five  districts,  and  after  that  it  has  gradually  decreased 
again.  Agriculture  has  been  of  great  importance  during  the  war 
years,  and  therefore  those  employed  in  this  industry  have  been  fully 
employed. 

The  statistics  given  on  the  previous  pages  show  that  the  figures 
compare  favourably  with  those  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  combined  districts 
was  794  and  this  represents  a  birth  rate  of  17.1  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  (England  and  Wales=16.1). 
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The  following  are  the  births  and  birth-rates  for  the  separate 
districts : — 


District 

Total  Birth  rate  per 
Births  1000  of  population 

Atcham  R.D.  . 

.  336 

17.3 

Bishop’s  Castle  . 

12 

9.0 

Church  Stretton  . 

26 

10.5 

Clun  R.D. 

.  165 

18.0 

Wenlock  M.B.  . 

.  225 

18.3 

S.W.  Salop  . 

..  794 

17.1 

Still  Births 

These  numbered  30  (Atcham  10, 

Bishop’s 

Castle  0,  Church 

Stretton  2,  Clun  8,  and  Wenlock  10). 

This  gives  a  still  birth  rate 

of  .64  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

was  .46  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths 

A  total  of  597  deaths  were  registered,  giving  a  death  rate  of  12.9 

per  1,000  of  the  population.  (Crude  death-rate). 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  each  district 

: — 

District 

Total 

Death-rate  per 

Deaths  1,000  of  population 

Atcham  R.D.  . 

.  224 

11.5 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B. 

15 

11.3 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

31 

12.5 

Clun  R.D . 

.  130 

14.2 

Wenlock  M.B.  . 

.  197 

14.2 

South-West  Salop  Districts  .. 

.  597 

12.9 

Note. — The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1945  was  11.4. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Four  deaths  were  notified  during  the  year  from  puerperal 
causes — two  in  the  Atcham  R.D.  and  two  in  Wenlock  Borough. 

This  gives  a  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  of  4.84.  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  1.46. 

None  of  the  four  deaths  were  due  to  puerperal  sepsis. 
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Natural  Increase  of  Population 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  297. 
In  Bishop’s  Castle  Borough  and  in  Church  Stretton  U.D.  the 
number  of  deaths  exceeded  the  number  of  births  by  3  and  5 
respectively. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  reported  in  the  five  districts 
was  25,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  31  per  1,000  live  births. 
This  compares  favourably  with  a  total  of  37  deaths  and  a  rate  of  39 
in  the  previous  year. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  46. 

District  Total  No.  of  Infantile 

Infant  Deaths  Mortality  Rate 

Atcham  R.D.  .  10  29 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ...  ...  -  - 

Church  Stretton  U.D.  ...  ...  -  - 

Clun  R.D .  5  30 

Wenlock  M.B .  10  39 


S.W.  Salop  .  25  31 


While  the  number  of  infant  deaths  in  1945  and  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  were  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  the  proportion 
of  these  deaths  under  the  age  of  one  month  was  still  more  than 
50%  of  the  total  under  one  year.  Of  the  25  infants,  14  were  under  a 
month  old,  5  were  under  a  week  old,  and  7  were  not  a  day  old  at 
death. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  while  in  1944  the  Still-Births  were 
low  in  number  and  the  Infant  Deaths  high,  the  figures  being  16 
and  37,  in  1945  the  Still  Births  numbered  30  and  the  Infant  Deaths 
were  only  25.  In  each  case  the  totals  of  these  figures  are  approxi¬ 
mately  the  same. 

The  two  figures  have  to  be  taken  together  in  judging  the  loss  of 
infant  life. 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Staff 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  Atcham  and 
Clun  Rural  Districts  have  each  been  given  an  assistant  to  help 
in  the  work  of  carrying  out  the  Housing  Survey.  Otherwise  there 
have  been  no  changes. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

In  addition  to  ordinary  pathological  and  bacteriological  reports 
on  specimens,  large  numbers  of  reports  on  milk  and  water  samples 
have  been  received  from  Donaldson-Hudson  Laboratories  at  the 
Royal  Salop  Infirmary. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  A.  J.  Rhodes  and  his  successor,  Dr. 
J.  A.  Fodden,  for  their  help  during  the  year. 


Ambulance  Facilities 

The  following  are  the  ambulances  available  for  residents  in  the 
districts : — 

Description  Station  Telephone 


County  Council  . 

Pontesbury  Amb.  Association 
Madeley  Amb.  Committee  ... 
Lady  Forester’s  Trust 
Bishop’s  Castle  and  Clun  R.D. 
Committee 

Infectious  Diseases  Amb. 


Cross  Houses 
Hospital 
Pontesbury  ... 
Madeley 
Much  Wenlock 
Bishop’s  Castle 

Shrewsbury 


Cross  Houses  242 

Pontesbury  28 
Ironbridge  55 
Much  Wenlock  203 
Bishop’s  Castle  81 
or  26 

Shrewsbury  2510 


During  the  war  years  it  was  not  always  easy  to  get  a  driver  for 
some  of  the  ambulances,  but  this  difficulty  should  not  be  met  with 
in  the  future.  No  instance  of  delay  in  getting  an  ambulance  was 
brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year. 

A  conference  was  held  in  the  autumn  between  representatives  of 
the  County  Council,  the  District  Councils,  and  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  and  British  Red  Cross  Associations,  and  it  was  decided 
that  the  County  Council  should  draw  up  a  scheme  to  co-ordinate  the 
working  of  all  the  ambulance  services  in  the  County. 

As  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  central  hospitals  serving  large 
areas  will  take  the  place  of  smaller  hospitals  in  the  future,  the 
necessity  of  an  adequate  and  efficiently  run  ambulance  service  will 
become  of  the  utmost  importance. 
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Hospitals 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  hospitals  available  in  the  county 
for  the  residents  in  the  five  districts  in  South-West  Salop 


Number 

Name  of  Hospital  of  Beds  Situation  Remarks 


Salop  Royal  Infirmary 

209 

Shrewsbury 

General  Hospital 

County  Council  Hosp. 

186 

Cross  Houses 

General  Hospital 
Maternity  Cases 

Eye,  Ear  &  Throat 
Hospital 

53 

Shrewsbury 

Eye,  Ear  and  Throat 
Cases 

Orthopaedic  Hospital... 

360 

Oswestry 

Orthopaedic  Cases 

Much  Wenlock  Cottage 
Hospital 

22 

Much  Wenlock 

General  and  Matern¬ 
ity  Cases 

Broseley  Cottage  Hosp. 

20 

Broseley 

General  and  Matern¬ 
ity  Cases 

Shirlett  Sanatorium 

62 

Broseley 

Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis 

Prees  Heath  Sanator¬ 
ium 

11 

Prees  Heath 

Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis 

Monkmoor  Isolation 
Hospital 

56 

Shrewsbury 

Infectious  Diseases 

Chronic  Sick  Wards  in  Public  Assistance  Institutions 

The  following  are  the  number  of  beds  allotted  to  the  chronic 
sick  in  the  institutions  named  : — 

Ironbridge  ...  ...  151  Madeley  Chronic  Sick 

Bishop’s  Castle  ...  33  Bishop’s  Castle  Chronic  Sick 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  nurses  of  the  various  nursing 
associations  throughout  the  area  and  details  of  the  work-  will  be 
found  in  the  report  of  the  Shropshire  Nursing  Federation  to  which 
the  associations  are  affiliated. 

The  District  Nurses  have  done  good  work  in  getting  parents  to 
consent  to  having  their  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria, 
as  in  the  scattered  rural  districts  many  parents  cannot  bring  their 
infants  to  Welfares,  and  it  is  only  by  visiting  in  the  homes  that 
consent  can  be  got.  The  work  of  School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors 
in  this  connection  has  also  been  of  the  greatest  value  in  obtaining  a 
high  percentage  of  acceptances. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

There  are  combined  School  Clinics  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
at  Bishop’s  Castle,  Church  Stretton  and  Ironbridge. 
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More  of  such  combined  Clinics  and  Centres  are  needed,  e.g.,  in 
the  Atcham  R.D.,  at  Much  Wenlock  and  at  Madeley,  but  lack  fo 
medical  and  nursing  staff  have  made  it  impossible  for  the  County 
Council  to  open  any  more  during  war-time. 

The  days  and  hours  of  meeting  of  the  Clinics  are  as  follows  : — 

Bishop’s  Castle  ...  First  and  third  Friday  afternoons  each 

month. 

Church  Stretton  ...  First  and  third  Thursday  afternoons  each 

month. 

Iron  bridge  ...  Friday  afternoons — weekly. 


Welfare  Attendances,  1945 


Under  1 

year 

1-5 

years 

Expectant  Mothers 

First 

Total 

First 

Total 

First 

Total 

Visits 

Attend 

Visits 

Attend 

Visits 

Attend 

Bishop’s  Castle  16 

91 

23 

206 

8 

16 

Church  Stretton  37 

294 

22 

417 

10 

27 

Ironbridge  155 

1643 

85 

1454 

33 

83 

The  percentage  of  first  visits  of  children  under  one  year  to  the 
total  number  of  births  in  the  five  districts  is  26%.  A  few  additional 
infants  attend  the  Centre  at  Shrewsbury  by  special  arrangement. 

The  percentage  of  Expectant  Mothers  attending  the  ante-natal 
centres  for  the  first  time  (per  total  births  and  still  births)  was  6%. 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  is  held  at  1  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  at  the  following  times  : — 
Males  Females 

Tues.  and  Fri.,  6-8  p.m.  Mon.  and  Wed.,  2-4  p.m. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

This  is  held  at  17  Belmont,  Shrewsbury  (Telephone  No. 
Shrewsbury  3031).  Cases  are  usually  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officers  by  private  practitioners,  and  suitable  cases  are  admitted 
to  the  Sanatorium  at  Shirlett. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

This  is  carried  out  by  general  practitioners  at  their  surgeries 
under  the  Councils’  schemes,  and  at  the  schools  and  at  the  Welfare 
Centres  by  the  County  Health  Staff. 


SECTION 


C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  matters  to  be  reported  on  in  this  section  of  the  report  include : 
water  supplies,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  public  cleansing  and 
other  schemes  which  are  of  importance  with  regard  to  environmental 
hygiene. 

Conditions  in  each  of  the  districts  are  dealt  with  in  the  following 
pages,  with  special  reference  to  any  new  work  which  has  been 
carried  out  during  the  year  under  review. 

Generally  speaking,  the  year  has  been  one  of  preparation  for 
the  future,  and  also  several  improvements  have  been  carried  out 
in  some  of  the  districts,  although  any  major  works  have  not  of 
course  been  possible  owing  to  lack  of  labour  and  material. 

In  the  Atcham  R.D.  and  the  Clun  R.D.,  surveys  of  water 
supplies  have  been  made,  and  schemes  have  been  put  up  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  County  Council  for  approval  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage 
Act,  1944.  The  need  for  pure  and  adequate  water  supplies  in  rural 
districts  is  one  which  requires  to  be  met,  as  water  is  required  both 
for  domestic  purposes  and  for  ensuring  a  pure  supply  to  dairy  farms. 
The  expense  of  these  new  schemes  will  be  great,  and  it  may  be 
some  time  before  they  are  completed,  but  when  they  are  in  operation 
they  will  confer  a  great  boon  on  those  who  live  in  the  country  areas. 

Sewerage  schemes  for  many  of  the  villages  will  also  be  required 
once  a  piped  water  supply  is  available,  and  plans  for  these  are  also 
being  prepared. 

In  the  three  urban  districts  there  are  already  piped  water 
supplies  covering  practically  all  the  houses  in  the  areas,  except  for 
some  of  the  outlying  parts  of  the  Wenlock  Borough,  which  still 
depend  on  wells,  etc. 
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ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Water  Supplies 

Out  of  5,307  inhabited  houses  in  the  districts  the  Council’s  two 
piped  supplies  at  Ford  and  Pimhill  are  laid  on  to  645  and  a  further 
814  are  supplied  by  stand-pipes.  These  two  main  supplies  have 
proved  adequate  in  amount  during  the  year.  Samples  are  taken 
monthly  and  the  bacteriological  reports  have  been  satisfactory. 

Elsewhere  in  the  district  there  are  numerous  small  piped  supplies, 
but  the  rest  of  the  houses  depend  on  wells  and  springs,  which  tend 
to  dry  up  in  periods  of  prolonged  drought. 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  Surveyor’s 
report  on  proposed  new  water  supplies  and  extensions  to  the  two 
existing  ones  owned  by  the  Council.  These  schemes  have  been 
submitted  for  approval  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  County 
Council. 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately  2,600  houses  are  supplied  by 
pipe  supplies  or  by  stand-pipes. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

The  only  sewage  disposal  works  owned  by  the  Council  is  at 
Pontesbury.  During  the  year  a  sample  of  the  effluent  was  taken, 
and  the  report  showed  that  the  effluent  did  not  satisfy  the  standard 
laid  down  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  works  have  been  inspected  and  are  in  a  very  bad  state  of 
repair,  and  will  have  to  be  repaired,  especially  as  a  considerable 
amount  of  additional  work  will  be  put  on  them  when  new  houses 
are  connected  to  the  system. 

Elsewhere  in  the  area  sewage  is  discharged  into  septic  tanks 
and  the  effluent  passes  to  the  nearest  ditch  or  water-course.  This 
may  not  cause  any  considerable  nuisance  in  the  case  of  isolated 
country  houses,  but  where  many  houses  are  being  built  and  having 
a  piped  supply  of  water  laid  on,  nuisance  is  bound  to  arise  sooner 
or  later,  so  that  some  proper  scheme  of  disposal  is  called  for. 

The  coming  of  large  new  water  supply  schemes  will  accentuate 
the  need  for  sewage  disposal  schemes  in  small  country  villages. 

The  Surveyor  later  reports  that  during  the  year  some  repairs 
were  carried  out  at  the  Pontesbury  Disposal  Works.  No  new 
drains  or  sewers  were  completed,  but  work  has  been  started  on 
extensions  of  the  sewers  at  Pontesbury,  Condover  and  Longden, 
these  being  in  connection  with  the  new  housing  schemes  in  the 
places  named. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  fortnightly  scheme  of  refuse  collection  has  been  continued 
throughout  the  year.  A  new  lorry  has  been  acquired  for  this  work. 

Refuse  is  dumped  at  various  sites  in  the  area — Annscroft, 
Pontesbury,  Kenley,  Merrington,  Westbury,  and  near  Leebotwood. 
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BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 


Water  Supply 

The  supply  to  the  town  has  been  adequate  in  amount  during 
the  year,  and  there  has  been  no  need  to  restrict  the  consumption 
at  any  period.  The  chlorinating  plant  has  been  in  use  during  the 
whole  year  and  has  proved  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  the  water  going  to  supply  have  been  taken  once  a 
fortnight,  and  the  results  obtained  have,  on  the  whole,  been  satis¬ 
factory.  On  a  few  occasions,  after  heavy  rainfall,  the  reports  have 
shown  that  B.  coli  of  non-animal  origin  have  been  present.  It  is 
difficult  to  avoid  this,  as  the  chlorinating  plant  has  to  be  set  for 
normal  conditions,  and  after  heavy  floods  there  is  more  vegetable 
debris  in  the  water  and  therefore  its  chlorine  demand  is  higher 
than  under  normal  circumstances.  Tests  taken  in  July  showed 
that  with  0.75  parts  of  chlorine  per  million  added  to  the  water,  a 
chlorine  residual  of  0.05  p.p.m.  was  obtained,  which  is  satisfactory. 

The  reservoir  at  Maesgwyn  is  not  in  use  at  present,  and  the 
Council  have  not  decided  as  to  what  should  be  done  with  a  view 
to  rendering  it  serviceable.  Its  capacity  is  500,000  gallons,  and  if 
it  could  be  used  again  it  would  form  a  valuable  reserve  for  periods 
of  the  year  when  the  normal  supply  is  low. 

Sewers  and  Drains 

The  Surveyor  (Mr.  H.  Longden)  reports  that  during  the  year 
there  have  been  no  extensions  to  the  main  sewers  and  only  three 
short  additions  to  the  drains. 

The  disposal  works  have  functioned  well  during  the  year,  but 
Mr.  Longden  states  that  the  plant  is  now  due  for  a  general  overhaul. 

Refuse  Disposal 

A  weekly  collection  is  made,  and  refuse  is  tipped  at  Moat  Hill. 


CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
Water  Supply 

During  the  year  the  three  sources  of  supply  proved  adequate 
to  the  demand  in  the  district.  Full  particulars  of  the  supplies  were 
given  in  the  report  for  1943,  pages  23-25. 

The  new  chlorinating  plant  for  the  Town  Brook  Hollow  Supply 
is  now  installed  and  is  working  satisfactorily. 

All  three  supplies  to  the  district  are  now  chlorinated,  and  tests 
for  residual  chlorine  are  made  weekly. 
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Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  and  Report  were  taken 
quarterly  during  the  year  and  were  satisfactory.  No  chemical 
examinations  were  undertaken. 

The  Council  are  now  awaiting  the  results  of  negotiations  with 
the  All  Stretton  Water  Company  with  a  view  to  the  taking  over  of 
the  Company’s  water  supply. 


Sewerage 

A  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the  All  Stretton  Ward  has  been 
prepared  by  the  Council’s  Engineer  (Mr.  A.  H.  S.  Waters),  and 
has  been  put  up  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  County  Council 
for  approval. 

The  disposal  works  at  Little  Stretton  have  functioned  well 
during  the  year,  and  the  effluent  is  satisfactory. 


Refuse  Collection 

This  is  collected  weekly  and  tipped  at  the  field  near  Little 
Stretton.  The  Council  have  taken  over  more  of  the  field  as  the 
present  tip  is  full. 

Rats  are  controlled  by  agreement  with  the  County  Council’s 
Rat  Officer. 


Salvage 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  the  under-mentioned  amount  of 
salvage  was  collected  during  the  year  : — 


Description 

Weight 

Value 

T.  C.  Q. 

£  s.  d. 

Paper  ... 

21  14  0 

135  5  1 

Rags  . 

7  2 

3  5  0 

Bones  ... 

12  2 

3  5  7 

Bottles 

Job  lot 

2  0  0 

CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

Samples  of  water  from  the  various  supplies  were  taken  during 
the  year  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  report. 
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Unsatisfactory  reports  were  received  in  respect  to  the  following 
supplies  : — 

Newcastle. 

Aston-on-Clun  (new  bore-hole). 

Perkins  Beach  (spout). 

Llanfairwaterdine  (spring). 

Lydbury  North  (Council  House  well). 

Round  Oak  well. 

Lydham  village  supply. 

The  Council  own  about  twelve  small  piped  supplies  in  the 
district,  and  these  are  satisfactory  under  normal  conditions  of 
weather.  They  are  not  chlorinated  and  are  therefore  liable  to  be 
affected  after  heavy  rains  and  to  contain  B.  coli.  It  is  estimated 
that  about  30%  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  on  a  piped  supply, 
and  about  50%  of  the  population  live  in  these  houses.  The  rest  of 
the  district  has  to  depend  on  wells,  springs,  etc.,  for  a  supply. 


Survey  of  Supplies 

In  July  the  Council  received  a  report  from  their  Consultant 
Water  Engineer  (Mr.  A.  H.  S.  Waters,  Birmingham),  and  after 
considering  the  report  they  have  passed  it  for  approval  to  the 
County  Council  and  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Briefly,  the  report  suggests  that  three  new  sources  of  supply 
might  be  considered,  namely  : — 

(1)  The  stream  near  Upper  Darnford  at  the  north  end  of  the 

Longmynd. 

(2)  Springs  on  the  Black  Mountain  in  the  Parish  of  Bettys-y- 

Crwyn. 

(3)  The  Elan  Aqueduct  at  a  point  south  of  Bucknell. 

It  is  pointed  out  in  the  report  that  in  a  supply  area  of  the  size 
contemplated  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  service  reservoirs, 
suitably  located,  in  order  to  maintain  supplies  locally  in  the  event 
of  main  feeders  being  out  of  commission  for  any  reason.  In  the 
report  a  total  of  seven  such  reservoirs  are  proposed,  varying  from 
50,000  to  200,000  gallons  in  capacity. 

In  addition  to  water  for  domestic  use  it  has  been  necessary  to 
make  provision  for  water  for  farm  stock,  and  for  use  in  dairies. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  as  outlined  in  the  Report  and 
based  on  present  day  prices  is  given  by  the  Engineer  as  £162,000 
(Works  and  Contingences  only). 
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The  following  are  the  water  supplies  in  the  district  which  are 
owned  by  the  Council.  The  number  of  houses  which  are  served  by 


these  supplies  is  also  given. 

Supply 

Number  of 
houses  served 

Clun  Town 

...  217 

Newcastle 

26 

Chapel  Lawn 

13 

Bucknell 

80 

Clunbury  and  Clunton  ... 

70 

Kempton 

28 

Worthen  and  Brocton  ... 

59 

Bromlow  ... 

5 

Brocton  (Lydbury  North) 

23 

Clungunford 

9 

Kinsley  Road 

26 

Marton 

19 

Llanfairwaterdine 

5 

Total 

580 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Council  have  had  under  consideration  during  the  year  the 
reports  from  their  Consulting  Engineers  regarding  Sewage  Disposal 
Schemes  in  the  following  parishes  : — 

Bucknell.  Clun  (Town). 

Stow  (Kinsley  Road).  Lydbury  North. 

Clun  (Newcastle).  Clunbury. 

Chirbury.  Hopesay  (Aston-on-Clun). 

Worthen.  Clungunford. 

The  scattered  nature  of  the  district  makes  the  provision  of 
numerous  small  disposal  works  necessary  and  in  some  cases  pumping 
will  be  required,  and  this  will  add  to  the  cost  of  the  schemes.  All 
the  districts  mentioned  above  have  a  piped  water  supply  with  the 
exception  of  Aston-on-Clun,  for  which  a  water  supply  scheme  is 
being  prepared. 

The  total  population  to  be  served  by  the  above  schemes  is 
estimated  at  approximately  2,500,  the  largest  populations  being  at 
Clun  (700),  Brocton  and  Worthen  (500),  and  Bucknell  (400). 

At  the  present  time  the  position  is  that  the  schemes  have  been 
sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Salop  County  Council  for 
their  approval  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Rural 
Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944. 

The  large  water  supply  schemes  which  have  been  outlined  in  the 
report  on  the  survey  of  water  resources  will  lead  in  the  future  to 
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further  schemes  of  sewage  disposal  being  required  in  the  areas 
concerned. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  only  schemes  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  in  the  area 
are  at  Clun,  where  a  collection  is  made  on  two  half-days  a  week 
by  contract  at  a  cost  of  £44  per  annum,  and  at  Kinsley  Road, 
Knighton,  where  a  weekly  collection  is  made  from  twenty-six 
houses. 

The  Council  are  at  present  considering  a  scheme  of  a  fortnightly 
collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  district  by  motor  vehicle,  and 
enquiries  are  being  made  as  to  cost  and  as  to  where  suitable  tips 
can  be  provided.  Such  a  scheme  is  in  operation  in  other  rural 
districts  in  the  county  and  would  be  a  distinct  step  forward  in  this 
area. 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 


Water  Supplies 

The  two  main  piped  supplies,  at  Harrington  and  Much  Wenlock, 
proved  adequate  in  amount  during  the  year.  Samples  were  taken 
quarterly  from  each  of  the  supplies  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  the  reports  were  satisfactory. 

A  sample  for  chemical  examination  was  taken  from  the  Harring¬ 
ton  Mains  in  November  and  proved  satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory  reports  were  received  during  the  year  on  samples 
taken  from  the  Homer  Wells  and  from  the  Callaughton  Spout. 
Both  these  supplies  are  liable  to  pollution  after  heavy  rainfall,  but 
this  is  not  of  a  dangerous  character. 

At  Little  Wenlock  a  Ministry  of  Health  Enquiry  was  held  during 
the  year  with  regard  to  the  Council’s  application  to  take  over  the 
supply.  The  Ministry  have  now  sanctioned  the  taking  over  of  the 
undertaking,  and  application  has  been  made  by  the  Council  for 
loan  sanction  in  connection  with  the  purchase. 

The  transfer  will  take  place  when  this  has  been  received. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

The  Surveyor  (Mr.  F.  Richards)  reports  that  there  were  no  new 
drains  or  sewers  or  extensions  to  existing  ones  during  the  year.  The 
sewage  disposal  works  functioned  well  during  the  year,  and  reports 
on  samples  of  effluents  from  the  different  plants  showed  that  they 
conform  to  the  standards  required.  In  the  Madeley  and  Broseley 
Wards  only  a  proportion  of  the  houses  are  connected  to  the  main 
sewers,  and  attention  was  drawn  to  this  in  the  report  for  1944. 
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Refuse  collection  has  been  carried  out  as  before,  but  the  Council 
have  had  difficulty  in  getting  a  contractor  to  carry  out  the  emptying 
of  cess-pits  in  the  Madeley  Ward,  and  this  led  to  many  complaints. 
It  might  be  best  if  the  Council  had  their  own  vehicle  and  men  for 
this  work. 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  at  Broseley,  Much  Wenlock 
and  Madeley  is  in  operation. 


SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  under  review  no  new  houses  were  completed 
by  any  of  the  five  Councils,  nor  had  any  of  the  temporary  houses 
been  received.  Private  building  was  also  almost  at  a  complete 
standstill,  although  two  cottages  were  built  in  the  Atcham  R.D. 

The  shortage  of  houses,  therefore,  continues  to  be  a  serious 
problem  in  all  the  areas,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the 
planning  of  housing  programmes  and  choosing  of  sites  has  taken 
up  a  great  amount  of  the  Councils’  time  and  attention.  Various 
difficulties  and  delays  have  been  experienced,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
soon  the  building  of  permanent  houses  in  large  numbers  will  be 
possible. 

Another  problem  which  will  have  to  be  faced  is  the  repair  of 
the  older  houses,  many  of  which  have  fallen  into  a  very  poor  state 
of  repair  indeed  during  the  last  six  years. 

The  Housing  Survey  in  the  Rural  Districts,  as  outlined  in  the 
Hobhouse  Report,  1944,  was  commenced  during  the  year  in  the 
two  rural  areas — Atcham  and  Clun — and  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  classification  of  the  houses  in  these  areas.  There 
would  seem  good  reason  to  extend  the  making  of  such  a  survey  to 
Urban  Areas  as  well,  and  no  doubt  this  will  follow  sooner  or  later. 
Only  by  such  a  complete  survey  is  it  possible  to  ascertain  what  the 
housing  problem  in  any  area  really  is. 

So  far  as  it  has  gone,  the  Survey  in  the  rural  areas  shows  that 
a  large  percentage  of  the  houses  require  major  structural  repairs, 
that  only  a  small  percentage  have  water  laid  on  to  the  house,  and 
that  still  fewer  houses  have  indoor  sanitation.  It  is  hoped  that 
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the  large  new  water  undertakings  in  rural  areas  will  do  much  to 
bring  rural  housing  into  line  with  modern  requirements  as  regards 
these  two  latter  points,  i.e.,  water  in  the  house  and  indoor  sanitation. 
The  younger  people  will  not  be  satisfied  with  a  house  which  has  no 
bathroom  and  an  outside  privy,  and  if  the  drift  to  the  towns  from 
the  country  is  to  be  checked,  a  better  standard  for  rural  housing 
will  have  to  be  achieved. 

As  regards  temporary  houses,  the  Councils  asking  for  these  had 
not  received  them  by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  sites  had  been  selected 
and  services  were  available. 

Swedish  timber  houses  also  had  not  arrived  in  1945,  but  sites 
have  been  allocated  to  them  when  received  by  the  Atcham  and  Clun 
Rural  District  Councils. 

Further  particulars  of  the  housing  position  in  each  area  is  given 
in  the  following  pages. 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

5,307 

Number  of  Council  houses 

233 

Housing  Programme  : — 

(a)  Short  Term  programme — first  year 

100 

(b)  Long  Term  programme — 15  years 

1,118 

Swedish  timber  houses  . 

12 

Number  of  applicants  for  houses  (at  2/2/46) 

494 

During  the  year  two  cottages  were  erected  at  Marche  Lane, 
Half-Way  House,  but  otherwise  there  have  been  no  houses  com¬ 
pleted.  At  the  time  of  writing  (April,  1946),  the  two  Council  houses 
at  Leebotwood  have  been  completed. 

At  the  Condover  site  the  twelve  Swedish  timber  houses  are  being 
erected  and  should  soon  be  completed.  The  six  houses  at  Longden 
also  are  well  advanced  and  should  soon  be  tenanted. 

At  other  sites  building  has  not  yet  commenced,  but  sites  have 
in  most  instances  been  approved,  and  are  being  prepared  and  services 
laid  on.  In  addition  to  the  ten  areas  mentioned  on  page  32  of  the 
report  for  1943,  the  Council  have  decided  to  build  at  Pulverbatch, 
Buildwas  and  Minsterley. 

Housing  Survey 

This  was  commenced  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  the  work 
has  been  carried  out  by  the  Inspector  with  an  assistant.  Houses 


have  been  placed  in  the  different  categories  as  outlined  in  the 
Hobhouse  Report,  1944. 

The  following  summary  gives  the  number  of  houses  so  far  found 
to  be  in  the  separate  categories  : — 

Total  No.  surveyed  Categ.  I  II  III  IV  V 

162  34  11  69  16  32 


Airey  Pre-Fabricated  Houses 


The  Council  have  applied  for  78  of  these  houses  and  it  is  proposed 


to  erect  them  in  the  following  districts  : — 

District 

Number 

District 

Number 

Pontesbury 

8 

Ford 

6 

Minst  erley... 

6 

Alberbury  ... 

6 

Wroxeter 

6 

Dorrington 

6 

Cressage  ... 

4 

Upton  Magna 

6 

Asterley  ... 

6 

Westbury  ... 

8 

Wattlesborough  . . . 

6 

BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 


Number  of  inhabited  houses . 

...  396 

Number  of  Council  houses 

48 

Housing  programme — Permanent  houses 

20 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  ... 

40 

No  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  but  approval  has 
been  obtained  for  the  building  of  twenty  new  houses  at  Corick’s 
Meadow.  All  services  are  available  at  this  site,  which  is  centrally 
situated. 

Tenders  have  been  invited  for  the  building  of  these  houses, 
but  at  the  time  of  writing  these  have  not  been  considered.  The 
houses  are  of  the  three  bedroomed  type,  and  will  have  the  main 
water  and  electricity  and  sewerage. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  about  forty  applications  for  houses 
in  the  Borough. 

Housing  Inspections 

Mr.  Longden  reports  that  one  cottage,  which  had  been  closed 


since  1937,  has  been  repaired  and  made  habitable. 

Number  of  complaints  re  housing  ...  .  7 

Visits  paid  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. . .  83 

Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  .  46 

Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  42 

Houses  disinfested  .  Nil 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

Number  of  Council  houses 
Housing  programme  : — 

(a)  Permanent  houses  ... 

(b)  Temporary  houses  ...  ...  ... 

Applications  for  houses  (approximate  number) 


684 

54 

30 

14 

90 


Permanent  Houses 

The  Council  plan  to  build  ten  permanent  houses  at  the  Lutwych 
Road  site,  and  this  site  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  The  remaining  twenty  houses  are  to  be  divided  between  the 
Church  Stretton  Ward  and  All  Stretton,  and  the  sites  have  been 
selected,  but  approval  has  not  been  received  at  the  time  of  writing. 
Main  services  will  be  available  at  all  the  sites  selected. 


Temporary  Houses 

The  Council’s  quota  of  these  houses  has  been  increased  from 
10  to  14.  These  will  be  erected  at  the  East  Hope  Road  site.  They 
have  not  yet  been  received.  The  site  is  being  prepared. 

When  the  Council’s  programme  is  completed  there  will  be  ninety- 
eight  houses  owned  by  the  Council  out  of  a  total  of  728  houses  in 
the  district,  or  nearly  one-seventh  of  the  total. 

Private  Enterprise 

Plans  for  the  erection  of  two  dwelling  houses  were  approved 
during  the  year.  One  of  these  is  nearing  completion,  but  work  on 
the  building  of  the  other  has  not  been  commenced. 

Housing  Inspections 

In  the  course  of  the  year  38  dwelling  houses  were  inspected  for 
defects.  In  three  cases  defects  were  found  and  were  remedied  after 
informal  notices  had  been  sent  to  the  owners. 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 

...  2,879 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ... 

73 

Houses  completed  in  1945 

nil 

Housing  programme  : — 

(a)  Short  term  programme — first  year 

100 

(b)  Five  year  programme  (additional)... 

...  226 

Swedish  timber  houses 

8 

Temporary  houses 

30 

Number  of  applicants  for  houses  (approx.)... 

...  250 
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Housing  Programme 

The  Surveyor  (Mr.  H.  A.  Elliott)  reports  that  the  site  at  Ashton- 
on-Clun  for  temporary  houses  has  been  abandoned,  and  that  the 
site  in  Worthen  Parish  for  these  houses  has  been  changed  from 
Worthen  to  Brocton. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  erect  fifteen  temporary  houses  at  Bucknell 
and  fifteen  at  Brocton. 


Four  Swedish  timber  houses  are  to  be  erected  at  Brocton  (type 
“  A  ”)  and  four  at  Lydbury  North  (type  “  D  ”). 

The  number  of  housing  sites  selected  at  the  end  of  1945  was 
eighteen. 

The  following  are  the  sites  for  the  first  year  building  programme 
together  with  the  proposed  number  of  houses  for  each. 


Parishes 


Bettws-y-Crwyn  ...  2 

Brompton  and  Rhiston  2 
Bucknell  ...  ...  14 

Chirbury .  8 

Clun  .  6 

Clunbury  ...  ...  4 


Clungunford  ...  4 

Hopesay  ...  ...  16 

Llanfairwaterdine  ...  2 

Lydbury  ...  ...  6 

More  ...  ...  4 

Worthen  ...  ...  32 


In  addition  to  the  above  the  Council  have  in  view  a  further 
programme  of  226  houses  to  be  built  in  the  next  five  years,  and  these 
will  be  built  in  the  following  parishes  : — 


Bedstone  ...  ...  2 

Brompton  &  Rhiston  2 
Chirbury  ...  ...  8 

Middleton  ...  ...  10 

Newcastle  .  10 

Bryn  ...  ...  ...  4' 

Clunton  ...  ...  4 

Clungunford  ...  8 

Colebatch  ...  ...  6 

Hopesay  ...  •  ...  14 

Llanfairwaterdine  ...  2 

Lydbury  North  ...  14 

Mainstone  ...  ...  4 

Eaton  ...  ...  4 

Ratlinghope  ...  4 

Stowe  ...  ...  4 

Bromlow  ...  ...  2 

Snailbeach  .  24 


Bettws-y-Crwyn 

...  2 

Bucknell 

...  20 

Marton 

...  2 

Clun  ... 

...  16 

Chapel  Lawn  ... 

...  10 

Whitcott  Keysett 

...  4 

Kempton 

...  4 

Abcott... 

...  2 

Edgton 

...  4 

Hopton  Castle 

...  2 

Skyborry 

...  2 

Lydham 

...  6 

Linley 

...  8 

Norbury 

...  6 

Shelve 

...  4 

Wentnor 

...  6 

Leigh  ... 

...  2 

These  programmes  show  a  total  of  326  houses  to  b°  built,  and 
added  to  the  number  of  houses  already  owned  by  the  Council  (73) 
would  make  a  total  of  399  houses  built  by  the  Council.  In  addition 
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to  these  permanent  houses  there  are  also  thi  30  temporary  houses 
and  the  8  Swedish  timber  houses  to  be  built. 

Progress  in  building  has  been  slow,  as  there  have  been  delays 
in  getting  sites  which  were  suitable,  and  in  some  cases  it  has  been 
difficult  to  get  tenders  from  builders.  It  will  be  seen  that  no  houses 
were  completed  in  1945,  but  it  is  hoped  that  progress  will  be  made 
in  1946. 

Housing  Survey 

The  survey  of  houses  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  Hobhouse  Report  was  commenced  during  the  year,  and  by  the 
end  of  April,  1946,  300  houses  had  been  reported  on.  These  have  not 
yet  been  allocated  to  their  respective  categories. 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 4,333 

Number  of  Council  houses  .  518 

New  houses  built  in  1945 — 

(a)  By  the  Council .  nil 

(b)  By  private  enterprise .  nil 

Housing  programme  of  the  Council — 

(a)  Permanent  houses  .  301 

(b)  Temporary  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

N umber  of  applications  for  houses  in  the  Borough  (approx.) . . .  707 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  housing  position  during  the 
year,  and  no  new  houses  were  completed,  either  by  the  Council  or 
by  private  enterprise. 

The  demand  for  houses  is  high,  and  indicates  that  many  families 
are  without  houses  of  their  own,  are  overcrowded,  or  are  living  in 
unsatisfactory  houses.  No  survey  of  the  housing  has  y#t  been  under¬ 
taken  in  the  Borough,  and  therefore  accurate  figures  of  the  conditions 
under  which  the  people  are  living  are  not  available.  The  Council 
have  considered  the  question  of  having  a  survey  of  the  houses 
carried  out,  but  have  decided  that  this  should  be  postponed  in  the 
meantime,  as  there  would  probably  be  great  difficulty  in  getting 
labour  and  material  to  repair  or  reconstruct  the  houses  found  to  be 
defective. 

The  problem  is  not  only  one  of  building  as  many  new  houses  as 
possible,  but  there  is  also  the  large  number  of  houses  which  have 
deteriorated  during  the  last  six  years  to  be  considered.  Many  of 
these  houses  are  now  not  fit  to  live  in  in  their  present  state,  and 
will  require  structural  alterations  of  varying  degree  to  make  them 
fit  again. 
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The  applications  for  houses  in  the  districts  are  as  follows  : — 


Madeley  ... 

...  400 

Broseley  ... 

...  175 

Much  Wenlock  . 

...  126 

Barrow 

6 

Permanent  Houses 


The  Council  plan  to  build  301  of  these,  of  which  114  will  be  in  the 
first  year’s  programme.  The  following  are  the  sites  on  which  they 
will  be  built  : — 


Number  in 

Site  first 

year’s 

Total 

programme 

Wenlock  Ward  :  Hodge  Croft 

24 

48 

Broseley  Ward  :  New  Road  Site 

— 

50  (approx. 

Birch  Meadow 

22 

22 

Barrow  Ward  :  Little  Wenlock  and 

Benthall  Site 

— 

10 

Madeley  Ward  :  Beech  Road  Site  A 

38 

38 

Beech  Road  Site  B 

— 

40 

Beech  Road  Site  C... 

— 

28 

Note. — To  be  erected  later  on  Site 

B,  5  shops  and  flats  ... 

— 

5 

High  Street  Site 

22 

22 

Prince  Street  and 

Wrekin  View  Sites 

8 

8 

Madeley  Hall  Site  ... 

— 

30 

Totals  ... 

114 

301 

Temporary  Houses 

The  Council  applied  for  175  of  these,  but  were  only  granted  40, 
and  these  will  be  erected,  when  received,  on  the  following  sites  : — - 

Broseley  Ward,  Dark  Lane  Site  ...  ...  ...  13 

Madeley  Ward,  Victoria  Road  and  Station  Road 

Sites  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  27 

These  will  be  included  in  the  first  year’s  programme,  thus 
making  a  total  of  154  houses  for  the  first  year,  counting  both 
permanent  and  temporary  houses. 
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Housing  Inspections,  etc. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  follows  : — 


Complaints  received . 

... 

14 

Inspections  made  . 

... 

...  320 

Preliminary  Notices  served 

... 

...  116 

Preliminary  Notices  complied  with 

... 

...  110 

Cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

.  .  . 

21 

Certificates  of  essentiality  for  repairs  granted 

66 

Council  Houses  disinfested  . 

... 

nil 

Other  houses  ... 

7 

New  W.C’s  provided . 

... 

16 

Drains  repaired  . 

... 

39 

Privies  repaired  or  reconstructed 

.  •  . 

11 

SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Meat  Inspection 

Before  the  war  slaughtering  of  animals  was  carried  out  at  a 
number  of  small  establishments  in  the  various  districts.  Many  of 
these  places  were  quite  unsuitable,  both  as  regards  size  and  structure 
and  also  owing  to  lack  of  proper  water  supply,  etc. 

Another  serious  drawback  to  them  was  the  difficulty  in  super¬ 
vising  them,  as  it  was  impossible  for  an  Inspector  to  be  present  at 
each  one  while  slaughtering  was  being  carried  out.  During  the  war 
years  all  slaughter  of  animals  for  human  food  has  been  centred  in 
larger  abattoirs,  and  this  has  ensured  more  complete  inspection. 

It  would  be  a  good  thing  if  this  concentration  of  slaughtering 
could  be  continued  in  the  future,  and  there  is  also  need  for  more 
modern  and  hygienic  abattoirs  with  adequate  room  for  inspection 
and  also  lairage  room. 

There  are  also  excellent  facilities  for  research  work  at  abattoirs 
into  diseases  of  animals,  and  more  use  might  be  made  of  them  in  the 
future.  The  first  thing,  however,  is  to  get  rid  of  most  of  the  older 
abattoirs  and  replace  them  by  new  ones  built  on  more  modern 
lines. 

Formerly,  there  used  to  be  considerable  opposition  on  the  part 
of  butchers  to  the  idea  of  these  central  abattoirs,  but  I  believe 
now  that  the  experience  of  their  use  in  war-time  has  considerably 
lessened  this  opposition,  arid  it  should  therefore  be  much  easier  to 
make  progress. 


31 


Meat  Inspection 

At  present  the  central  abattoirs  for  the  districts  are  at  Shrews¬ 
bury  and  Craven  Arms,  and  these  places  are  not  in  the  South-West 
Salop  Districts. 

The  Inspectors  have  had  a  certain  amount  of  work  in  connection 
with  tinned  meat,  however.  Much  of  this  is  damaged  in  transit,  and 
considerable  quantities  have  had  to  be  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


Milk 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  is  still  partly  the  duty  of 
Local  Authorities  and  partly,  i.e.,  in  the  case  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
and  Accredited  Milk,  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council.  It  is 
intended  that  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  will  take  over  all  this 
work  in  the  near  future.  Local  Authorities  will  then  only  have  to 
supervise  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  sold  to  the  public, 
i.e.,  cleanliness  of  dairies,  etc.,  but  will  not  have  to  supervise  its 
production. 

Whether  these  changes  will  lead  to  a  better  supply  of  milk, 
i.e.,  cleaner  and  safer — remains  to  be  seen.  Much  will  depend  on 
the  number  and  type  of  staff  appointed  to  do  the  work.  At  present 
the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced  leave  much  to  be 
desired.  Many  producers  have  not  even  a  dairy,  and  water  supplies 
are  often  poor  as  regards  both  quality  and  amount.  In  the  larger 
rural  districts  there  may  be  up  to  a  thousand  producers  and  only 
one  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  of  course  has  numerous  other  duties 
to  perform.  Adequate  inspection  nd  following  up  of  the  improve¬ 
ments  required  is  impossible  under  these  circumstances. 

Another  handicap  in  the  past  has  been  that  application  for 
registration  as  a  producer  could  not  be  refused.  Under  recent 
legislation  power  will  be  given  to  refuse  such  an  application  unless 
the  premises,  etc.,  conform  to  certain  standards.  This  is  a  step 
forward  and  should  have  good  results. 


Pasteurised  Milk 

In  the  Atcham  R.D.  there  is  a  pasteurising  plant  at  Hanwood 
Dairies.  Samples  are  taken  every  fortnight,  and  more  often  if 
required,  and  have  proved  satisfactory  throughout  the  year  except 
for  one  short  period  in  May,  when  the  plant  was  found  to  be  out  of 
order. 
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The  standard  tests  for  pasteurised  milk  are  now  as  follows  ■ 

(a)  A  Methylene  Blue  Test — in  which  the  colour  has  to  be  held 

for  at  least  thirty  minutes. 

(b)  The  Phosphatase  Test — in  which  a  reading  of  not  more  than 

than  2.3  Lovibond  blue  units  should  be  given. 

The  plate  count  has  now  been  given  up,  as  it  was  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  (Milk  and  Special  Designations  Regulations,  1946.) 


Heat  Treatment  of  Milk 

The  question  as  to  whether  all  milk  should  be  heat-treated 
before  delivery  to  the  general  public  for  consumption  is  one  which 
has  aroused  a  good  deal  of  discussion  lately. 

It  has  been  stated  that  in  the  largest  cities  over  90%  of  the 
milk  supply  is  already  heat-treated.  Throughout  the  country 
generally  the  percentage  of  milk  so  treated  is  estimated  at  being 
70%,  so  that  the  controversy  only  concerns  the  remaining  30% 
of  the  nation’s  milk  supply.  Some  of  this  latter  amount  is  designated 
milk — i.e.,  “  T.T.  ”  or  “  Accredited  ”  which  has  to  come  up  to 
certain  standards  of  cleanliness,  although  it  cannot  be  classified  as 
“  safe  ”  in  the  medical  sense  of  the  word,  as  instances  have  been 
known  of  such  milk  having  become  infected  with  disease  germs  after 
milking. 

Briefly,  there  may  be  said  to  be  two  points  of  view  on  this 
subject  of  heat  treatment.  Many  producers  and  others  feel  that  the 
one  objective  to  be  aimed  at  is  the  production  of  an  absolutely 
clean  milk,  free  from  all  possibility  of  carrying  disease.  This  would 
mean  that  all  cows  would  have  to  be  free  from  disease  which  could 
be  communicated  to  man,  and  that  all  milking  and  dairying  methods 
were  100%  efficient. 

The  second  point  of  view,  held  by  most  Health  Officers,  is  that 
while  the  efforts  to  obtain  an  absolutely  clean  and  safe  milk  should 
be  continued,  it  will  take  many  years  before  this  objective  is  reached, 
and  that  meanwhile  the  heat  treatment  of  all  milk  would  render  the 
milk  supply  safe  immediately. 

It  is  probable  that  as  more  heat  treatment  plants  become  avail¬ 
able  legislation  will  be  brought  in  to  make  the  heat  treatment  of  all 
milk  compulsory,  at  least  in  towns  with  a  population  of  over  20,000. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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SECTION  F 
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to 
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_ 

sq;B3Q 

1 

1 
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0.02 
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<u 

1  5 
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lEttdsoH 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

S3SB3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

sqjeaa 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0.67 

1.89 

Scarlet 

Fever 

]E}idsoH 

co 

1 

1 

1 

- 

r> 

S3SB3 

o 

o* 

tN 

- 

- 

CO 

District 

Atcham  R.D . 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ... 

Church  Stretton  U.D.  ... 

Clun  R.D. 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

S.W.  Salop 

Incidence  rate  per  1,000 
of  Population  : — 

S.W.  Salop 

England  and 
Wales 
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NOTES  ON  THE  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

No  serious  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  took  place  during  the 
year.  Measles  was  prevalent  during  the  second  quarter  in  the 
Atcham  (269  cases)  and  Clun  (157  cases)  Rural  Districts. 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  numbered  only  31  as  compared  with  75 
in  1944,  and  were  all  of  a  mild  type.  Six  cases  were  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

The  year  was  notable  for  the  fact  that  no  child  under  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  in  any  of  the  districts  was  notified  as  suffering  from 
Diphtheria.  The  only  case,  which  was  a  mild  one,  was  in  an  adult, 
who  contracted  the  disease  outside  of  the  area  but  was  sent  home 
(into  the  Atcham  R.D.)  and  was  there  found  to  have  a  positive 
swab.  She  had  never  been  immunised.  The  case  was  removed  to 
Monkmoor  Isolation  Hospital  and  made  a  good  recovery. 

Protection  of  the  child  population  against  Diphtheria  by  inocula¬ 
tion  has  continued  during  the  year,  and  this  work  has  been  carried 
out  (a)  by  General  Practitioners  in  the  districts  under  the  Councils’ 
schemes,  and  (b)  by  the  County  Health  Staff  at  Schools  and  Welfare 
Centres. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  children  immunised  during  the 
year 


Area 

Under  5  yrs. 
Pte.  C.C. 

5-15  yrs. 
Pte.  C.C. 

Totals 
—5  5-15 

All 

Ages 

Atcham  R.D. 

..  86 

258 

4 

48 

344 

52 

396 

B.  Castle  M.B. 

..  15 

14 

— 

1 

29 

1 

30 

Ch.  Stretton  U.D 

9 

15 

- 

— 

24 

- 

24 

Clun  R.D. 

..  78 

82 

4 

6 

160 

10 

170 

Wenlock  M.B. 

..  63 

119 

16 

36 

182 

52 

234 

S.W.  Salop 

...  251 

488 

24 

91 

739 

115 

854 

The  total  number  immunised  shows  an  increase  of  100  over  the 
number  in  1944. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  were  the  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  Registers 
of  the  five  districts  on  the  31st  December,  1945  : — 

Number  of  Number  of 

Area  Pulmonary  Non-Pulm.  Total 

Cases  Cases  Cases 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D. 

...  55 

26 

36 

26 

91 

52 

Bishop’s  Castle 

...  5 

5 

2 

2 

7 

7 

Church  Stretton 

...  13 

7 

5 

2 

20 

7 

Clun  R.D. 

...  23 

17 

19 

14 

40 

33 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  24 

12 

15 

20 

36 

35 

S.W.  Salop  ... 

...  120 

67 

77 

64 

197 

131 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  23  cases  on  the  Registers  as 
compared  with  the  figures  on  the  31/12/44.  The  increase  is  due  to 
9  more  male  pulmonary  cases  and  13  more  male  non-pulmonary 
cases.  Female  cases  show  a  decrease  of  3  pulmonary  and  an  increase 
of  4  non-pulmonary  cases. 


New  Cases  Notified 

A  total  of  50  new  cases  were  notified,  this  being  about  the  average 
number  (1941,  49  ;  1942,  56  ;  1943,  52  ;  1944,  49). 

As  in  1944  there  were  20  male  pulmonary  cases  notified  as  against 
11  female  pulmonary  cases. 


The  distribution  of  the  new  cases 

was  as 

follows 

— 

Area 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham 

.  6 

3 

4 

3 

16 

Bishop’s  Castle 

.  1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

Church  Stretton 

.  3 

— 

1 

1 

5 

Clun  R.D. 

.  4 

4 

2 

3 

13 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

.  6 

3 

2 

2 

13 

S.W.  Salop 

. 20 

11 

10 

9 

50 
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Deaths  and  Death  Rates 

The  total  number  of  deaths  notified  as  being  due  to  Tuberculosis 
was  20,  of  which  number  12  were  from  the  pulmonary  form  of  the 
disease  and  8  from  non-pulmonary  disease. 

This  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  as  compared  with 
1944,  when  there  were  only  16  deaths,  all  from  the  pulmonary  type. 
The  increase,  therefore,  has  been  entirely  due  to  the  non-pulmonary 
deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death-rates  were  as  follows  : — 

Rate  per 

Year  Number  1,000  of 

death >  population 


1939  16  0.344 

1940  18  0.375 

1941  21  0.409 

1942  24  0.483 

1943  23  0.483 

1944  16  0.337 

1945  20  0.432 


Note. — The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  from  Tuberculosis 
(all  forms)  in  1944,  was  0.583  per  1,000. 

Particulars  of  the  deaths  and  death-rates  in  each  of  the  areas 
are  as  follows  : — 


District 

Numl 

aer  of  Deaths 

Death-rate  pe 
of  populat 

r  1,000 
ion 

Pulm 

Non- 

Pulm 

All 

forms 

Pulm 

Non- 

Pulm 

All 

forms 

Atcham  R.D . 

6 

3 

9 

0.308 

0.154 

0.462 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ... 

2 

1 

3 

1.510 

0.755 

2.265 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

— 

2 

2 

0.000 

0.808 

0.808 

Clun  R.D.  . 

1 

2 

3 

0.109 

0.218 

0.327 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

3 

— 

3 

0.224 

0.000 

0.224 

South  West  Salop 

12 

8 

20 

0.259 

0.173 

0.432 
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The  provisional  death  rates  from  Tuberculosis  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  year  1944  were  : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  All  forms 
0.485  0.098  0.583 

Treatment  and  Prevention 

Schemes  for  treatment — including  diagnosis  and  sanatorium 
treatment — are  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council. 

The  dispensary  is  at  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  and  the  Sanatoria 
are  at  Shirlett  and  Prees  Heath. 

Local  Authorities  have  the  duty  of  preventing  the  spread  of 
infectious  disease,  and  one  way  in  which  they  can  help  is  by  giving 
preference  to  overcrowded  tubercular  families  so  that  they  may  secure 
better  housing  accommodation.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed 
that  Tuberculosis  is  a  communicable  disease  from  one  person  to 
another,  and  that  the  greatest  danger  to  a  family  is  the  presence  in 
the  house  of  a  person  in  whose  sputum  Tubercle  Bacilli  are  present, 
as  it  is  by  this  means  that  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  is 
spread. 


CANCER 

The  following  figures  give  the  numbers  of  deaths  from  Cancer 
in  each  of  the  five  districts  during  1945  and  for  the  previous  six 
years.  The  crude  death  rates  per  million  living  are  also  given. 


Area  1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D. 

17 

22 

15 

15 

27 

25 

18 

21 

25 

15 

22 

19 

17 

13 

B.  Castle  M.B. 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3 

3 

- 

2 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

4 

C.  Stretton  U.D 

.  2 

7 

1 

- 

2 

6 

2 

2 

4 

3 

2 

4 

3 

2 

Clun  R.D. 

9 

4 

10 

11 

9 

14 

9 

11 

8 

7 

14 

6 

6 

5 

Wenlock  M.B. 

11 

13 

13 

10 

12 

13 

9 

17 

16 

17 

13 

5 

6 

9 

Totals  ... 

40 

46 

39 

38 

53 

61 

38 

53 

54 

45 

51 

35 

33 

33 

86  77  114  91  99  86  66 


Death  rate  per 
million  living  : 

S.W.  Salop  ...  1.855  1.609  2.218  1.832  2.086  1.812  1.427 

England  &  Wales  1.620  1.662  1.670  1.834  1.740  1.739 

The  figure  showing  the  total  deaths  in  South  West  Salop  shows 
a  marked  drop  from  previous  years.  The  death  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1945  is  not  yet  obtainable. 


SHREWSBURY 


